
✠	Catholic	Prayer	Guide	for	Prison	Ministry	✠	

"I	was	in	prison	and	you	visited	me."	—	Matthew	25:36	

	

Prayers	for	Those	Who	Are	Imprisoned	

Prayer	for	Hope	and	Presence	

Lord	Jesus	Christ,	who	Yourself	were	bound,	judged,	and	condemned,	look	with	
mercy	upon	those	who	are	imprisoned.	In	moments	of	loneliness,	remind	them	that	
they	are	never	abandoned.	In	times	of	despair,	kindle	in	them	the	light	of	hope.	May	
they	remain	beloved	children	of	God,	held	always	in	Your	mercy.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Mercy	and	Conversion	

Merciful	Father,	pour	out	Your	grace	upon	those	who	have	sinned	and	now	bear	the	
burden	of	their	actions.	Grant	them	true	repentance,	healing	of	heart,	and	freedom	
from	guilt	and	shame.	Restore	what	has	been	broken	and	lead	them	into	newness	of	
life.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Healing	and	Inner	Freedom	

God	of	compassion,	bring	healing	to	those	who	suffer	in	body,	mind,	or	spirit.	Heal	
wounds	caused	by	violence,	neglect,	or	loss.	Break	the	chains	of	anger,	addiction,	
and	fear.	May	they	discover	a	freedom	within	that	no	prison	wall	can	confine—the	
freedom	of	Your	love.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Families	and	Restoration	

Loving	Father,	watch	over	the	families	of	those	who	are	imprisoned.	Console	those	
who	grieve	separation,	strengthen	bonds	that	are	strained,	and	prepare	the	way	for	
reconciliation.	Bring	healing	and	restoration	where	it	is	needed	most.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Future	and	Reentry	

Lord	of	hope,	guide	those	who	will	one	day	return	to	society.	Prepare	a	path	of	
dignity,	honest	work,	and	peace.	Surround	them	with	support	and	may	their	lives	
show	the	transforming	power	of	Your	grace.	Amen.	

✠	

Prayers	for	Those	Who	Serve	in	Prisons	



Prayer	for	Those	Who	Visit	

Heavenly	Father,	bless	those	who	enter	prisons	in	the	name	of	Your	Son.	Grant	them	
compassionate	hearts,	patient	listening,	and	words	filled	with	truth	and	mercy.	May	
they	recognize	Christ	present	in	those	they	serve.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Humility	

Lord	God,	purify	all	who	minister.	Remove	pride,	fear,	and	judgment,	and	replace	
them	with	humility	and	charity.	May	they	serve	as	instruments	of	Your	grace.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Strength	

Holy	Spirit,	sustain	those	who	grow	weary	in	this	ministry.	Renew	their	courage	and	
grant	perseverance	in	love	and	faithfulness.	Amen.	

Prayer	for	Protection	

Lord	of	all,	watch	over	and	protect	those	who	serve.	Guard	their	hearts	and	minds,	
and	surround	them	with	Your	peace.	Amen.	

✠	

✠	Prayer	in	the	Spirit	of	the	Order	of	Malta	✠	

Lord,	strengthen	all	who	are	called	to	defend	the	faith	and	serve	the	poor	and	
suffering.	May	those	who	minister	in	prisons	bring	Your	light	into	darkness	and	
Your	mercy	into	wounded	hearts.	Amen.	

Closing	Prayer	

Lord	Jesus	Christ,	You	came	to	proclaim	liberty	to	captives.	Bless	all	who	are	
imprisoned	and	all	who	serve	them.	Lead	all	into	the	freedom	of	the	Kingdom	of	
God.	Amen.	

Tuitio	Fidei	et	Obsequium	Pauperum	

	

	

	

	

	


